AND CONSUMERS* CO-OPEBJTION         55
The liberals, as we have already seen, from that point
fell out with the co-operators. The latter, however, and
chief among them Gide, always made a point of doing
full justice to  all that was worthy in classical eco-
nomics. "The history of the liberal school is a mighty
chapter in economic history," he wrote; "in spite of all
the criticisms which it has launched against us we will
continue to pay tribute to it*"1 Gide further declared that
these great economists deserve infinite credit for having
been the first to establish "economic science simply
through their faith in the existence of natural laws which
govern  economic phenomena and  which  we should
accept, try to understand and utilise as best we can. In
particular we, as co-operators, owe a debt of gratitude to
the liberal school for what it has done to lower the cost
of living and to facilitate international relations by free
trade and the abolition of tariff barriers. . . . The co-
operative school has the same general aim as the classical
liberal school: an abundance of wealth, cheapness and all
appropriate measures for giving the maximum satisfac-
tion to each individual."* A little later he writes: "The
co-operative school is thus like a younger sister of the
liberal school. It accepts all the main principles and all
the chief laws of classical political economy: the hedonist
principle that man always seeks to realise the maximum
satisfaction with the minimum of effort, the law of supply
and demand as determining prices, and the theory of rent.
"The co-operative school is still more closely related
to the liberal school in that it believes equally in liberty
and does not wish to reach its goal by $ny other means
than voluntary association among men of good will. It
desires the fewest possible regulations and has adopted
as its own the saying of Fourier which I have so often
quoted: Whatever is done under constraint denotes a
lack of inspiration.'^
1 Gide: Le Programme c&opfratiste. Lectures delivered at the College de
France, 1923-24, second edition. Association pour renseignement de la Cwpfra-
tion.	* Ibi£, p. 30.
3 Ibid., first edition, p. 27; the second edition has almost the same text on
p. 31.

